Muriel Strickland Memorial

Muriel Strickland passed away in San Diego at age 98 on February 13, 2024.

Muriel graduated from San Diego State University with a Master of Arts in geography in 1979.
Her thesis title was “East African lake-fish: a food resource”. She held various positions at San
Diego State University during her tenure. Muriel was a Graduate Assistant Cartographer, in the
Department of Geography from September 1973 – February 1975. She became the Map
Collection Coordinator in the Department from February 1975 – September 1979. That
appointment changed in October 1979. Until her retirement in November 1992, she was the Map
Curator and Director of the Map Collection at the SDSU University Library. During those years,
Muriel was also a participant in the 1977 Library of Congress Summer Project and the Newberry
Library Summer Institute in Cartography, 1982.

Muriel’s passion for maps continued following retirement from San Diego State University.
She remained professional active and volunteered 20 hours a week for 23 years organizing and
cataloging maps at the San Diego History Center starting in 1994 until May 2017. She also
created a manual for map cataloging. Muriel’s efforts were recognized in 2007 at a Millenium
Awards Luncheon, Friends of Balboa Park, as a recipient of an Inspiration Award.

Throughout her career, she was very active in several organizations including WAML, SLA
Geography & Map Division, NACIS, the California Map Society, and the San Diego Historical Society.

Muriel joined WAML in 1975. She served as Secretary in 1986 and 1987, and Treasurer from
1996 through 2002. Muriel hosted a WAML meeting in 1986 and co-hosted the 2008 meeting in
San Diego. She served for many years on various committees: Membership and Hospitality,
1977-1978, Publications Committee, 1986-1987, Publications Advisory Committee (PAC) and
Geoscience Subcommittee, 1993-1997, representative to the Congress of Cartographic
Information Specialist Associations (CCISA), 1996-1999, and representative to Special
Libraries Association Geography and Map Division, 1985-2002. In addition, Muriel contributed
nine atlas reviews for the WAML IB.

Muriel was never one to acknowledge her contributions to the profession but there were many.
Her passion for maps and desire to promote their use was clearly evident from the beginning.
She offered both a workshop and an extension course at SDSU in 1981, the former titled “Map
Resources: Their Creation, Organization, and Application”, and the latter, “Maps as an
Information Source”. 

Throughout her career, she presented and published many papers at map library conferences including WAML and SLA Geography & Map Division. 

Muriel was always keen to promote and educate map users and was interested in the perspective of
the user.  She was always looking to improve her approach to education and helping patrons,
including the problems patrons face utilizing collections. “Equally we should be attempting by
all means within our capabilities to encourage, enlighten, and increase the horizons of the
cartographically untutored. Maps are made for users”. (SLA G&M Bulletin 151 March 1988, p. 9).
Muriel took a strong interest in studying historical maps examining extent, scope, scale, and map
content. Other topics she explored included feature types, symbols, legends, topography, and
colors used in large scale topographic maps. Map displays, map use in remote sensing, and
internships in map collections were also topics Muriel wrote about. 

Her significant involvement in SLA Geography & Map Division should be noted. Muriel was the Chair in 1989-1990, Secretary/Treasurer from 1982-84, and served on the Education, Nominating, and Publications Committees.

When Kathy Rankin interviewed her about WAML for the golden anniversary, Muriel indicated
that WAML offered professional knowledge and friendship. When asked about her favorite
meeting, she wrote, “Alaska: talked about for years, finally we were there”. Her final
comments about WAML were “Long may it live!”

For those of us who knew her for years, we miss her sense of humor, her thoughtfulness, and her
dedication to map librarianship, maps, and her patrons.
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